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rule all in all, to ask for forgiveness is to ask that harmony
might not be restored. In a world of law, there can be no
punishment for sin, i.e., no arbitrary penalty, inflicted in
anger and not sequentially related to the sin. Therefore
to suppose that a man could burn in hell because he had
not believed in some particular dogma, or that the wicked-
ness of a finite lifetime, however persistent, can merit the
torments of an eternal hell, is to do violence, not only to
our sense of justice, but even to our ordinary common
sense. But the good Law is educative, and it is reasonable
to suppose that if a man, rolling in wealth and living in
luxury, is totally unsympathetic or indifferent to the urgent
needs of those connected with or around him, he will be
given a chance of learning sympathy and righting the wrong
done, in a future life, and of thus restoring harmony in the
universe, by himself being born a pauper next life and
understanding the hardships of poverty from personal
experience. The Law of Karma " knows not wrath nor
pardon ", otherwise it would no longer be absolutely just
And absolutely inviolable and could not be trusted.
Thus there can be no interfering with the due
operation of the Law, no arbitrary letting off as is
ordinarily implied in forgiveness. But the word ( forgive-
ness ' is sometimes used in the Christian Scripture in the
sense of deliverance from spiritual darkness and consequent
^ lightness with God \ In the selfish action called sin the
will and desire of the lower nature of the man are set in
opposition to the Divine Will—the Divine Law—and that
opposition may be quite suddenly removed by some appeal
from the outside, through a spiritual teacher or somebody
dearly loved, or a subtle change in the very heart of the man,
brought about sometimes by sheer satiety or by some great
calamity.  The spiritual darkness being thus suddenly

